Open Source Child
Development Text and WIKI

Playing with the texts in a Child Development Course:
Does it impact critical thinking?

Darrell Meece




Sources of information

» Really expensive or really cheap.

.



Rethinking texts

Open source vs. published
Paper vs. electronic
Active vs. passive

Plus a whole a lot of other considerations about how you
want to teach the topic!




Comparison of CAT scores

Compared two in-class sections of ECHD 2430.

The first group experienced in-class lecture/activities with
a custom text.

The second group experienced in-class lecture/activities
with blackboard-based resources.
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CAT Demographics: Descriptive Statistics for Sample
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Group B:

CAT Demographics: Descriptive Statistics for Sample
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Cat score Results:

n Min Max. Mean sd

Group A 16 9 21 12.13 2.92
pre

Group A 16 3 28 13.56 6.48
post

Group B 18 6 21 12.83 4/05
pre

Group B 13 7 23 13.77 4.25

post




For the future...

» Maximize opportunities to use available
resources.

.
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