
HIGH-END COFFEE, MAYA 
FARMERS, AND THE CREATION 
OF VALUE
D R .  E D W A R D  F I S C H E R
D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A N T H R O P O L O G Y,  
V A N D E R B I LT  U N I V E R S I T Y

Edward (Ted) Fischer is the Cornelius 
Vanderbilt Professor of Anthropology and 
Director of the Center for Latin American 
Studies at Vanderbilt University. He is also 
the founder of Maní+, a social enterprise in 
Guatemala that develops and produces 
locally sourced foods to fight malnutrition. 
His research focuses on values, wellbeing, 
and the cultural contexts of health and 
economic development. He has authored 
or edited a number of books, including 
most recently The Good Life. He is 
currently completing a book titled Coffee 
and Values: Third Wave Tastes, Maya Farmers, 
and Determinations of Worth.
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Dr. Fischer will discuss his ethnographic research about how changing coffee trends and 
tastes in the US have affected the lives of indigenous coffee farmers in Guatemala
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